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'WEEKLY - SITUATION NEPORT - 19-23 August 1963

As the opening of the Democratic National ‘Coavention at Chicago, Illinois '

on 26 August 1968 draws ncar, interest and apprchension continue to mount
because of the vast number of unpredictabl~s atiendant thercto, both in the -
Conventioa's proceedings and in the proposcd and/or possible activities which
are not dircctly a part of the Conventmn.

The threat of serious disruptive activity an: the real-‘possibility of
" violence has been recognized by law enforcainent groups and by certain
dishideat alements as well, Several leaders have adviced their (ollowers to
ibandon plans to attend unless they arc willing to assume the obvious risks.
It is not known at this timec, if thcse warnings will substantially reduce the
number of demonstrators in attendance.

Although there are a numbcr ‘of fvrou')s and inc‘wxrluals who will be on the
sccna, whose intention or potcntial for disruntive action cxists in varymr
dcgrecs, the three largest groupings and nrooably the most difficult to deal
with will be:
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The National Mobilization Committee to itnd the Var in Vietnam (NMC<EVWVN) -

which has assumed the leadership role in coordinating the activitics of some
100-150 peace groups, as well as unaffiliated individuals, at the Democratic
National Convention. V/hile autonomous groups will be making their own
decirions rclative to their participation, the Mational Mobilization Committece
ic providing dircction and plans for mass actionr.

The Youth International Party has assumed leadership and direction of a

potentially large number of hippies, yippics, and assorted off-beat-individuals,

whose purnosc is esscntially to "have expericnces', antagonize authority aud

cxpress complete dissatisfaction with the "establishment!, Control by leaders

will be leoose at best and may be ncarly noaexistent.

Thc third and perhaps the most danjerous srouping is the amalgan of blaclk
nationalist militant organizations, local colored youth strect gangs, and assorted

racially oriented org.amzations. There i3 no one primary source of leadership
- “# among theece groups and the individuals in many cases will be actmg more or l.css

s pontaneously. L
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Onc unurual aspect relative to the Democratic National Convention will
be 1nectings held in Chicago Juring and afier the Convention, by the National
Committee of Inquiry, a broadly based all-MNegro group formed during the
past spring to evaluate statcients by political candidates apd then make
reconunendations to the black community. Rcprcsentative John Conyers, Jr.,
of Detroit is the committee's temporary chairman., Miembers include civil
rights activists from moderate and militant yroupn: Uemocratic and Repub-
lican politicians; educators, entertainers, doctors, lawyers, black.
nationalists and persons on public assistancc. Bill Hall, a field secretary
for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee {oNCC), is t.ha committce's
executive secretary, Area chairmen includc:

" " Yvonne Braithwaite, Assembly-worman from Los Angeles.

Alderman A, A, Rayner of Chicago.

Or. Albert Wheeler, professor at the University of Michigan Medical
School and Michigan state nresident of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored ’cople.

Dr, John Holloman, a past president of the National Medical Association.

Ecnjamin Erown, of Atlanta, a :member of the CGuorgia Legislature.

Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, head of the oouthern Christian Leadership
Conference.

Julian Eond, Georgia Statc Represcntative.

iayor Richard G, Hatchcr of Gary, Indliana.

Floyd B. McKissick, director of the Conzress of Racial Lqunlity.

Lerone Dennett, senior editor of SZbony hiagazine.

Harry Belafonte, the entertainer, ,

Nirs. Coretta King, widow of the Rev. Dv. Ma.rtin Luther King, Jr.

William Smith, a Democratic party official from lhiinnesota,

The "invasion' of Czechoslovakia by Russia and her catellites has not

‘only taken over much page one space from the Democratic National Convention

but may have considerable affect on the ultimate platform planks adopted.
Also, according to a Scripps-Howard Staff writer, it has rcsulted in the CPUSA
having to desperately seek some means of preventing its own destruction in the
wave of revulsion evoked by the "'Soviet rape of Czcchoslova.kla.
i

Alrecady riddled, by fadtionalism and wcakenrd by its estrangement from
tie younger and more vigorous New Left, CPUSGA ie ridden by the fear that
AMoscow's brutal ;uppreuion of the liberal Czechoslovakian regime will finish
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" the wrecking job that started in 1956 wacn lussian troops put down tac
saungarian revolution, .

Yesicrday Gus Hall, the party's zcncral s'r:crcta-ry who raaintaing hime
self in office almost solely by virtae of his durable ties with moscow, issued
a gingerly (sic) statement on Gzechoslovakia that was a mastcrpicce of

straddling the issue.

The statement was a clear aticnapt to finl somc rationale for supporting
Russian intervention in Czechoslovakia witihout furthcr alienating the party's
dwindling lupport among the young activists of the Ncw Left and the Negro
militants. iixperts familiar with the tormented history of CPUSA do not thini

it ‘will succeed.

The scnilc decay of CFUSA was wcll advanced even before the shock of
the Czechoslovakian invasion sent it into its prescnt convulsions. In the
looce confederation of the New Left there were alrcady half a dozen political
orzanisms which experts regarded as more "purc' in their Marxist-Leninist
doctrine than CPUSA itself. These includz the FProgressive Labor Party,
Trotskyite groups and certain Negro militant groups.

""Tar from being the disaster for the New Left.that many people thou"ht
it would be, " said one expert, "this is goinz io prove a treméndous windfall
for them. This will finish the destruction of G2USA and lcave all the clements
of the far left no place to go but to flocik under the umbrella of the New Left.

"This is actua:lly in microcosm what is happening all over thc communist
world - the falling away of this generation [rom the Moscow~dominated or-
tholoxy. It started with Tito, then came the lHungarian revolution, the
splitting off of Red China, and now the Czcchoslovakian epxeode. Within a
ycar there is certain to cmerge a new conununist intcrnational, and this one
will not be centered in Moscow. It will probably be dommated by Lulgi
Longo, the Italian communist leader, "

On 22 August 1968, the Statc Departinent arranged for foreign ambassadors
to attend the Democratic National Convention. Diplomats will stay at the
Zdgewater Beach Hotel and will be trarsportcd by chartered aircraft.
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